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   The year “2016” has a strange “sound” here on New Years day. New years are looked forward to by most people, but usually for many different reasons. Whether the just ended year was a good one, or one you are glad to have in the history books, a new year brings the promise of a fresh take on life. To some, new year resolutions seem to lessen in importance as we grow older.
   Looking back on 2015, terrorists attacks and other mass shootings reached levels never imagined. Terrorist attacks are senseless and heinous killings for no reason except in the name of a religion that Muslims in this country disavow vehemently, while they suffer and fear the consequences. Mass shootings that occur at schools
kill and maim children, the most innocent of our citizens.
   To others, maybe a new year is the impetus for a nostalgic look back at one's life, or maybe it is that chronological age one has reached.
   That cliché, “the good old days,” may need a lot of clarification such as what the speaker is basing it on. Certainly if the basis is quality of life provided by technology, not many people would choose the “good old days” before automatic washing machines, telephones (landline type) and automobiles with automatic starters, before computers came to be at the finger tips of young and old.
   True, what is at our finger tips can only be described as mind boggling. Seldom, most times never, is there a discussion on the opportunity costs of all that falls under the classification of mind boggling. In this instance, opportunity cost is not referring to a monetary amount, but is defined as “ what one sacrifices or gives up or loses to pursue a different opportunity.” What this writer is referring to cannot be measured in dollar and cents.
   One of the most insidious of what technology has brought to this world is the idea that students in today's schools do not need to be taught cursive writing! When  the idea first surfaced, it sounded like a joke. How could a student who could not write function as a human being!
   This is an example of what the world becomes if such an idea is allowed to take over America's schools. Many years ago, a stop at a service station in Boulder, CO to purchase a road map (before cell phones and GPS) just so happened when the company's computers were down and dead in the water. Not even an offer of payment for the map in cash could budge the clerk, “sorry, can't sell you the map.”  
   This may be an extreme example of what happens if human beings no longer learn to write and their infernal computer, be it a laptop, notebook or tablet, is taken out by hackers or world disaster. In a nutshell, that person will no longer be able to function! Remember, cell phones did not work after Hurricane Katrina nearly destroyed New Orleans in 2005.
   American as a nation was founded on the grit and perseverance of men and women who sought escape from rule by kings and queens and “taxation without representation,” but ladies and gentlemen, there is no place to escape those who now seek to rule and control by computer.   
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
